Gulf Coast Heritage Trails Partnership of Jackson County
Outdoor Field Classroom – Mary Walker Bayou

June 27, 2008

Attendees:

Bill Snyder

Kelsey Lowe

Aaron Fogel

Travis Taylor

Wayne Taylor

Cody Record

Amber Kuecker

Philip Salter

Mary Ann Sison

Sharpie Smith

Bill Hawkins

Roland Mims

Jim Foster

Eric Meyer

Nicole Hewitt

Jimmy Krebbs

Liz Smith-Incer

Next Time:

Liz will email partners to set next meeting date.

Brief Summary of Meeting:

· Thank you to Amber, Wayne and Travis for coordinating our paddle of Mary Walker Bayou.  After a safety briefing, folks eased onto the tranquil bayou around 11:30am in canoes and single and tandem kayaks.

· As we paddled, we observed potential public launch sites and discussed issues involving motorized boat traffic and private landowner concerns.

· We also discussed the future need for some sort of platforms where paddlers could camp overnight on the water, similar to platforms that exist in Everglades National Park.   A good test site would be across the Bayou from the MGCCC Outdoor Recreation Leadership Building.  
· Arrived at Huck’s Grill around 1:30pm, most of us soaking wet and sunburned but still smiling!
· Reviewed working base map of trails throughout Jackson County.

· Reviewed draft conceptual map of Ocean Springs Greenways and Blueways.
· Reviewed, on computer, Google Earth files that capture future designated blueways in Ocean Springs and discussed how to expand these files to include all of Jackson County.

· Amber and Jimmy, working with Smokey and building on the Harrison County Trails Partnership Blueways work, will lead the group through mapping and inventory of existing and proposed blueways.
· Kathy is assisting both Trails Partnerships (Jackson and Harrison Counties) in creating a comprehensive tracking tool that will assist Trails Partners in understanding what projects (sidewalk, roadway, park enhancement, launch site, land conservation, drainage way, etc.) are currently underway throughout the coast, and how the Partnership will better coordinate trail connectivity with the appropriate consultant and/or jurisdiction.
· The Gulf Coast Trails Partnership of Jackson County has asked Supervisor McKay to enlist FEMA in the Trails Partnership mapping efforts.
· Liz & Eric & Jim have been working with Gulf Islands National Seashore Superintendent Jerry Eubanks in creating an addition to the Live Oak Bicycle Trail connecting the National Seashore to City of Ocean Springs via Brumbaugh Street.  The National Seashore has already installed a “stop sign” at the new trail segment and will work with City of Ocean Springs to improve the trail surface and enhance the entrance.  Once the trail segment is complete, City of Ocean Springs and the National Seashore would like to work with the Gulf Coast Heritage Trails Partnership in hosting an event celebrating healthy communities and trail connectivity.
· City of Ocean Springs is close to finalizing a marketing plan to promote City of Ocean Springs Greenways and Blueways.  In working towards this plan, some Trails Partners floated Old Fort Bayou on June 25 to inventory potential launch sites and discuss how to best coordinate with businesses along the bayou.
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