Gulf Coast Heritage Trails of Jackson County – Meeting Notes
August 14, 2008

Attendees:

Wayne Taylor
Jeff Wilkinson

Ken Muller

Denny Engle

Bob Haywood

Dan Allen

Judy Steckler

Smokey Johnson

Cindy Simmons

Leigh Peterson

Haley Sanders

Todd Adams

Stacye Palmer

Emily Neidigh

Jennifer Buchanan

Liz Ford

Jeff Loftus

Jim Foster

Liz Smith-Incer
Next Time

When: 
Tuesday, September 23


10:00am to 12:00pm

Where:
Sandhill Crane National Wildlife Refuge – Visitor Center, Gautier
What:


· Review current status of Working Base Map.

· Review current status of Project Tracking Database.

· Review current status of Trail Matrix.

· Here updates from folks that have GPSed trails.

· Talk about potential to host booth at Gautier Mullet Festival.

· Review one mile walking trail on Sandhill Crane Refuge. 

Other Events:

Wine & Walk at Florence Gardens

Thursday, October 30

5:30pm

Future Sites to Visit

· Sandhill Crane National Wildlife Refuge (one mile walking trail)
· Grand Bay NERR (birding trail, water trail via Pontoon Boat – seats 15)
Project Tracking Database

Kathy, Jim and Smokey have developed a draft “project tracking database” using MS Excel.  The database will be a tool that will allow Partners to know when to collaborate and with whom to collaborate on projects that might include land acquisition, road improvements, sidewalk installation, bridge expansion, etc.  The Partnership would like to provide advice related to project design so that recreational; greenway and blueway amenities are included in the design.

Liz will forward the draft database to: Denny, Jeff W., and Jen who will review and send comments to: Jim Foster at jrfoster@cableone.net

Trails Matrix
Add following to trails matrix:

· 10ft Multi-use Path Gautier

· Old Spanish Fort

Working Base Map

· Jackson County Board of Supervisors has officially been approved to receive assistance from FEMA to work directly with the Gulf Coast Heritage Trails Partnership.

· FEMA will work with Partners to organize and consolidate all trail map information.

· FEMA met with a smaller group of Partners to share the most current information related to working base map development and how to incorporate project tracking data base into the GIS system.  This group met on: Tuesday, August 26, 10:00am to Noon at Gulf Regional Planning Commission.  See separate meeting notes for this meeting.

Potential routes to GPS:

· MGCCC Trails – Todd 
· Old Fort Bayou – already GPSed Washington to Preserve Golf Club.  Judy will pass to Dan A. info for this Old Ft. Bayou information.
· Historic Pascagoula Pathway – Liz Ford will send info to Dan.
· Grand Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve – Jen, working with Emily will email birding trail info to Dan.

· Haley and Leigh will do Old Ft. Bayou north of Shed.
· Sheppard State Park (Denny and WT).
· Ocean Springs “Outdoors” routes (get Eric or Kyle to send info to Dan)

· Blueway routes (Jeff W.) send info to Dan A.

Daniel.allen@dhs.gov
Outdoor Field Classroom

· Florence Gardens has invited both Jackson County and Harrison County Trails Partnerships for a “Wine and Walk” on Thursday, October 30th at 5:30pm.  Florence Gardens has a diverse trail system with a sample of various uses and surfaces.  Partners will also hear a presentation from Christian Pruess, the landscape architect working with the City of Ocean Springs in designing “Ocean Springs Outdoors”.  More information will be sent out closer to October 3oth.

For Future Reference

Good contacts: 

· Mississippi State Landscape Architecture Department, David Perkes leading Design Studio in collaboration with Renaissance Corporation as part of the Gulf Coast Business Council.

· Preserve America

Gautier Mullet Festival – Oct 18 and 19th potential for booth to demonstrate activities of the Gulf Coast Heritage Trails Partnership of both Jackson and Harrison Counties.
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